


Hamilton County Courts were chosen 
as a pilot site by the Ohio Department 
of Mental Health and Addiction Services 
(OhioMHAS) to implement a grant from the 
federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) to provide 
innovative services to Veterans involved in 
the criminal justice system. The grant was 
designed to address the high rate of Veterans 
in the criminal justice system in need of 
treatment for trauma, substance abuse, and 
mental illness. Recognizing the effect of war 
related illnesses, Hamilton County decided 
to be proactive in its response to the realities 
faced by Veterans every day. 

 In April 2011 the Common Pleas 
Veterans’ Treatment Court began its first 
docket with Judge Ethna Cooper. A year later, 
Municipal Court started a docket under the 
direction of Judge Melissa Powers. Each 
Judge holds court one time per week and 
participants return regularly to Court for 
status review hearings. Prior to each docket 
the treatment team meets with the Judge 
to review progress and problems and works 
together to implement cross-disciplinary 
responses. 

By providing early intervention and 
engagement in a Court-based, Judge-

driven, Specialized Docket, the Veterans’ 
Treatment Court Docket seeks to reduce 
recidivism, increase treatment participation, 
and continually improve the integration of 
systems in Hamilton County. By partnering 
with the Veterans Administration, all Veterans 
are provided prompt and coordinated access 
to treatment services through the Veterans 
Justice Outreach Program. Each Veteran is 
provided screening for Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD) and Traumatic Brain Injury 
(TBI) and linkage to residential and outpatient 
PTSD and TBI treatment.

The Veterans’ Treatment Court also 
provides a model of peer mentoring to 
create a community of identity, support, and 
comradery.  Veterans from the community 
volunteer their time to be present in court 
and to build personal relationships with the 
Veterans participating in the program. The 
peer mentoring model has allowed Veterans 
to create relationships of support beyond the 
courthouse doors, resulting in employment 
and connection to recovery support.

The partners involved in the planning and 
implementation of this project include the 
Veterans Administration (VA), Hamilton County 
Pretrial Services, the Court Clinic (Central 
Clinic), Them Bones Veterans Community, 

Joseph House Inc., Hamilton County Veteran 
Service Commission, Hamilton County Public 
Defender, Hamilton County Prosecutor, City of 
Cincinnati Prosecutor, and Hamilton County 
Probation. 

These projects have been effective at 
reducing recidivism and cost to the county 
by directing Veterans to the VA Healthcare 
System as well as providing ongoing, 
intensive monitoring and problem solving. 
Over 140 Veterans have participated, or are 
active, in the projects and over 80 Veterans 
have graduated. Recidivism rates of less than 
10% have been reported for those who have 
successfully graduated. 

The effectiveness of the Hamilton County 
Veterans Treatment Courts is now supported 
by the first published study in the United 
States. Published in the February 2015 
Edition of the Community Mental Health 
Journal, researchers from OhioMHAS tracked 
86 Veterans connected to the Hamilton 
County Veterans Treatment Courts. The 
results, including improvement on PTSD 
clinical scales and reduced substance use, 
support the study’s conclusion that the 
Veterans Treatment Courts promote recovery 
for justice-involved Veterans.

Art Therapy has returned in Adult Services. It is expected to be 
offered three or four times each year, given the positive response 
from clients. The group is facilitated by therapists in the Adult 
Services including Chris Borgman, Mardi Fallon, and Kimberly 
Garwood. It provides clients with an opportunity to express emotions 
artistically and to learn to work and communicate cooperatively.  
Each week the group is presented with one or two art projects to   
complete, along with a long-term group project. The group combines 
calming strategies, such as meditation and music, to show clients 
alternatives for managing difficult emotions. Client projects are being 
displayed on a “Client Art” wall for all to see. Not only do the artists 
get the validation of seeing their creations displayed, but other clients 
state that the art and ideas are inspiring to them. If anyone has art 
supplies to donate please contact Wanda Mannix at (513) 558-9000 
or mannixwa@ucmail.uc.edu and she can let you know what is 
needed and how to give. It  would be much appreciated.   A piece prompted by a negative experience in a client’s life



Everyone in the family is invited to walk.



To be a leader in providing and advocating for accessibility, best practices and 
outcome-driven behavioral health services for consumers and their families.

Our Vision

To provide culturally sensitive and outcome-driven Mental Health, 
Substance Abuse, Forensic, and Prevention Services to children, adults, and 
families. Central Clinic accomplishes this by making services accessible, 
individualized, effective, consumer oriented, and recovery/resiliency based.

Our Mission

n   We value our staff 
and the individual 
contributions it 
makes.

n   We honor and 
respect the breadth 
of cultural diversity, 
values and ideas 
of our staff, clients 
and community 
partners.

n   We treat our staff 
and clients with 
dignity and respect.

n   We believe that 
recovery is  
possible.

n   We value giving 
clients reasons to 
hope for recovery.

n   We value making 
resources  
available to clients 
to assist in their 
recovery.

n   We understand and 
promote the active 
participation of 
clients in their plan 
for improving their 
lives. 

n   We value the 
dignity and rights 
of the clients and 
families we serve.

n   We value the right 
of privacy of our 
clients.

n   We value and 
actively seek 
community/
systems 
collaboration  
to improve the 
quality of life in our 
community.

n   We are committed 
to using   
outcome data to 
drive management 
decisions in our 
programs.

Our Values


